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Munnar: 
Munnar, one of the most popular hill stations in India is situated in the hills of the Western Ghats at the confluence of three mountain streams - Mudrapuzha, Nallathanni and Kundala. Located at 1600 m above sea level, this was once the summer resort of the erstwhile British Government in South India. Sprawling tea plantations, picture book towns, winding lanes, trekking and holiday facilities make Munnar a unique experience.

It is 130 km east of Kochi & 175 Km from Coimbatore & around 150 km from Madurai. The nearest airports are either Kochi or Coimbatore.

The nearest railway stations are Kochi / Kodai Road / Coimbatore. Its six hours by road from Madurai/ Coimbatore.

CLIMATE: The weather in Munnar is pleasant. Summers (April-June) are mild, while winters (November-February) are cool. It experiences heavy southwestern monsoon rains in June-August.

Hotel Saravana Bhavan (No relation to the famous chain): It is located in the main market right next to the church. If you love south Indian veg food, look no beyond this restaurant. It has excellent, inexpensive south Indian Idlis, Dosas and Thali (The Thali costs just Rs.20 & Idlis Rs.2.50 per piece).

Patel: This is a veg restaurant serving Marathi, Gujarathi, and Jain food. It’s also located in the market.

Trekking Points in Munnar
Anamudi, Rajamala, Meesapulimala, Top Station, Kundala, Devikulam.
Tourist Circuits in Munnar
Munnar - Mattupetty Dam - Indo Swiss Livestock Project - Echo Point - Kundala Dam - Top Station (34 km).
Munnar - Pothamedu - Chitirapuram - Pallivasal - Cheyappara - Adimali - Valara (40 km).
Munnar - Rajamala - Marayoor - Chinnar (70 km).
Munnar – Devikulam - Lock Heart Gap - Power House Waterfalls - Anayirankal (32 km).

	Anamudi (15 km from Munnar) 
	Anaimudi is the highest peak in south India. The drive to coimbatore offers splendid views of the peak. Rising to a height of 2695 metres, this is the highest mountain peak south of the Himalayas. For those who like mountaineering and related adventures and for the researchers in rare plants, this is one of the finest places to visit.

	Anayirankal (27 km from Munnar)
	Sprawling Tata Tea plantations surrounded by evergreen forests on the slopes of high mountain ranges make the Anayirankal Lake and Dam a very popular picnic spot. A trip on the splendid reservoir is an unforgettable experience. Herds of elephants often visit the lake to quench their thirst.

	Attukad (9 km from Munnar) 
	A panorama of waterfalls, rolling hills and wooded valleys, Attukal, located between Munnar and Pallivasal, is a feast for the eyes. The place is also ideal for long treks. 

	Blossom Park
	Great place to relax in the evenings. The park has lots varieties of flowers and a small pond. It also has swings for the Children and seating chairs to relax. Park is open from 10am - 7pm. It is located 3 km from Munnar on the Cochin route.

	Chinnar wildlife sanctuary (63 km from Munnar)

	The drive to Coimbatore will take you through the Chinaar Wildlife Sanctuary where if you are lucky you can encounter Deers/Elephants/Bisons on the road. It has elephants, guars, deer, sambars, langurs and the endangered grizzled giant squirrel.

	Chithirapuram (10 km from Munnar)
	With its sleepy little cottages, bungalows, old playgrounds and courts, Chithirapuram still exudes an old world charm. Home of the Pallyvasal Hydel Power Project, this hill town is also famous for its picturesque tea plantations.

	Devikulam (7 km from Munnar)
	7 km from Munnar. It is a hill-station lake town and is a major tourist attraction. 

The Sita Devi Lake with its mineral waters and picturesque surroundings is a good picnic spot.

	Echo Point (15-18 km from Munnar)
	Situated 7 km further from Madupatty lake, this place has a small brook running. The voice echoes from across the brook. Echo point is on the way to Top Station from Munnar.

	Eravikulam National Park (15 km from Munnar. Rajamalai)
	Originally established to protect the Nilgiri tahr (Nilgiri Ibex), the Eravikulam National Park is situated in the Devikulam Taluk of the Idukki District. It was declared as a sanctuary in 1975. Considering the ecological, faunal, floral, geo-morphological and zoological significance, it was declared as a National park in 1978. It covers an area of 97 sq km of rolling grasslands and high level sholas (evergreen forests). The park is breathtakingly beautiful and is easily comparable to the best mountain ranges found anywhere in the world.

Sanctuary Visit: 

The park is divided into 3 regions - the core area, the buffer area and the tourism area. Visitors are allowed only to the tourism area which is in the Rajamala region. The Anamudi peak (2695 m) is located in the Southern region of the park.

Trekking facilities are available here. Tourists are allowed to go on foot up to Anamudi. This is also a place for adventure tourism. A placid lake land-locked by the misty mountains, grass lands with fascinating tiny flowers, and some rare near-extinct animals are the star attractions on this world renowned national park. 

Take a detour from the main road and drive down for 4 km to enter the sanctuary. A nice 2 km walk will take you inside the sanctuary.

	Kallar Waterfalls (18 km from Munnar)
	Water gushes at an incredible speed. It is located 18 km from Munnar on the Cochin route.

	Kundala (24 km from Munnar)
	Kundala is a picturesque town on the way to Top Station. The Golf Course which belongs to Tata Tea Ltd. is located here. The Kundala artificial dam is another attraction. Aruvikkad Waterfall is also near Kundala.

	Kundalay Dam (20 km from Munnar)
	Further 7 km from Echo point is the Kundalay lake. Kundale lake looks awesome and is surrounded by tall eucalyptus trees and offers Pedal boats, row boats and the Kashmiri shikara house boats. Is on the way to Top station. The Golf course of Tata Tea is located here. The Sethuparvathy Dam constructed in 1946 as a part of Pallivasal Hydro Electric Project is a ravishing sight.

	Lock Heart Gap (13 km from Munnar)
	The panoramic view of Bison valley and other sleepy little villages thousands of feet below wrapped in mist most of the time. This is an ideal place for adventure tourism and trekking. 

	Marayoor (40 km from Munnar)
	This is the only place in Kerala that has a natural growth of sandalwood trees. The sandalwood factory of the forest department, the caves (muniyaras) with the murals and relics from the New stone age civilization and the children's park spread across a hectare of land under the canopy of a single banyan tree, are of great interest to tourists. Thoovanam waterfalls and Rajiv Gandhi National Park are also nearby.
The relics and remnants of a new stone-age culture (caves, paintings and under ground tunnels) and places connected with the legendary wanderings of 'Rama and Sita' (Ramayana) and the 'Pandavas' (the Mahabharata) make this place important historically archaeologically. 

	Mattupetty Dam (13 km from Munnar)
	Mattupetty is famous for its highly specialised dairy farm - an Indo-Swiss Livestock project and has rose gardens. 
The Dam and the lake are beautiful and speed boating is also available. Visitors are allowed into three of the eleven cattle sheds at the farm.

Time: 0900 - 1100 hrs and 1400 - 1530 hrs. 
Rate: Rs. 5/- per head.

The sprawling Kundala tea plantations and the Kundala lake are other attractions in the vicinity.

	Meenuli 

	It is noted for 2 acres of evergreen forests upon a huge rock. The rock is more than 500 acres in area and an ideal spot for mountaineering.

	Nyayamakad (10 km from Munnar)
	Located between Munnar and Rajamala, Nyayamakad is a land of breathtaking waterfalls. The waters cascade down a hill from a height of about 1600 meters. The enchanting surroundings make an excellent picnic spot and trekking point.

	Pallivasal (8 km from Munnar)
	This is the venue of the first Hydro Electric Project in Kerala and a place of immense scenic beauty.

	Pothamedu (6 km from Munnar)
	Pothamedu offers an excellent view of the tea, coffee and cardamom plantations in Munnar. These hills, covered with 'patha grass' are breathtakingly beautiful and most suited for trekking and rock climbing.

	Power House Waterfalls (18 km from Munnar)
	The waterfall on the way to Thekkady from Munnar cascades down a steep rock 2000 m above sea level. The spot is enriched with the scenic Western mountain ranges, and is an ideal place for a break on the way to the Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary in Thekkady. There is a lovely waterfall, which emanates from the legendary 'Sita Devi Kulam' near Devikulam, believed to have been the bathing place of 'Sita' wife of 'Rama' of Ramayana.

	Rose Garden (16 km from Munnar)
	A small nursery with a variety of roses. It is located 16 km from Munnar.

	Tata Tea Museum (1 km from Munnar Center)
	Located at 1 km from the Market place. Entry fee is Rs. 50 (Rs 30 during off season). Contains photographs & memorabilia of the Kanan Devan Hills and tea estate. There is also a guided tour on the preparation of Tea.

	Thekkady (90 km from Munnar)
	Sight-seeing by boat and trekking is very exciting. Otters and elephants are commonly seen here

	Top Station (32 km from Munnar)
	1700m above sea level, this is the highest point on the Munnar-Kodaikanal road. The rare Neelakurunji (strobilanthus) belongs to this region. Top Station (a viewing point) also offers a panoramic view of neighbouring state of Tamil Nadu.

It is located 7 km further from Kundale Lake (33kms from Munnar). The sight of Tamilnadu state spread before you on the east and the distant sight of the Arabian sea on the west will remain etched in your memory once you stand at this point which is the highest on the Munnar-Kodaikanal road.

	Valara (10 km from Adimali on the Kochi-Madurai highway)
	Valara has a chain of waterfalls surrounded by thick green forests.


	Vagavarai (24 km from Munnar)
	The hill slopes (Varai) covered with well-kept tea gardens seasonally dons bright red colours when the Vaga trees (Abhizzia Lebbek) bloom all over the place.


